The first medication safety Improving Patient Safety seminar was held in the ERC on Fri 18th Jan 2008 and was very well attended, including representation from the Hospital Board, Administrative, Allied Healthcare Professional, ICT, Nursing, Management, Medical, and Portering staff from SVHG.

Dr Risteard O’Laoide, Chair of the Medical Board opened the seminar, and particularly welcomed our speakers from the University of South Manchester and from Kings College Hospital, London. 

South Manchester presented on their initiatives to minimise risk to patients, on the importance of medical involvement in patient safety, and led enthusiastic delegates through a serious untoward incident review.

Kings introduced us to their audit of trigger drug (e.g. naloxone, Vitamin K) use. SVUH pharmacy & laboratory collaborative trigger tool audit followed, which focussed on low and high potassium, and elevated INR results.

SVUH Emergency Dept informed us of the Entry & Exit DVT clinic in place, and the findings from their recent audit. The SVUH Medication Incident Reporting database and concept of e-reporting was also presented and discussed.

Dr Ian Callanan, Clinical Auditor did a fantastic job of chairing the seminar, and kept the audience on their toes, which ensured lively discussion and shared learning for all present. Mr Nicky Jermyn, Group CEO, who closed the seminar, informed us he was already looking forward to future patient safety events, and continued collective learning between SVHG, South Manchester, and Kings College Hospital.

I would like to thank everyone involved, particularly from Pharmacy and Clinical Audit for ensuring a successful and productive seminar. 
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