

MEDIA RELEASE 
Irish Cancer Society seeks volunteer drivers for new
‘Care to Drive’ pilot transport project 
 
(3rd January 2008) Today the Irish Cancer Society announced a pilot volunteer driving service called ‘Care to Drive’ for cancer patients unable to travel independently for their treatment mainly because of where they live or the financial burden of transport. This service is seeking 130 volunteer drivers which is due to commence in April 2008. 
 
Operating out of St Vincent’s University Hospital, Dublin and modelled on the Canadian Cancer Society Transportation Service, the service is intended to provide a blueprint for a nationwide volunteer-based system of transport.  
 
The Irish Cancer Society has partnered with St Anne’s Day Treatment Clinic in St Vincent’s University Hospital to provide a total of 30 round trips per week for one year, totalling 1,560 trips.  The catchments area of patient locations is from Ballsbridge in Dublin 4 to Gorey in Co. Wexford and the Irish Cancer Society is seeking trustworthy, reliable individuals who have some free weekday time to provide a comfortable, confidential transport service in their own car for one round trip per month from the patient’s home to St Vincent’s University Hospital.  Training, following a selection process, will be provided for all.     
 

Transport issues have been to the forefront of the debate on the designation of eight specialist cancer care hospitals and the Irish Cancer Society is in discussions with the HSE with regard to extending assistance for patients travelling for their cancer treatment. 
 
“The Irish Cancer Society supports the specialist cancer care hospital model but recognises patient concerns regarding access and sees transport as an integral component in the success of these centres for patients and their families”, said John McCormack, Chief Executive of the Irish Cancer Society.

 

An Information Day for those interested in volunteering for ‘Care to Drive’ will take place on Tuesday 29th January 2008 at the Irish Cancer Society, 43-45 Northumberland Road, Dublin 4. For further information, please contact Dorothy Thomas, Irish Cancer Society, on (01) 2310596 or email transport@irishcancer.ie
 

For further press information, or an interview request, please contact Jacqui Mahon, Irish Cancer Society, on (01) 2310516.
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