               NCCP confirms St Vincent’s University Hospital to be
National Surgical Centre for Pancreatic Cancer
The HSE National Cancer Control Programme has today, Wednesday, May 13th, confirmed that St Vincent’s University Hospital, Dublin (as part of the Dublin Academic Health Centre) has been designated to be the National Surgical Centre for  Pancreatic Cancer.
Prior to arriving at this decision, the NCCP sought expressions of interest from designated centres currently performing this surgery.    Following a review of the capacity of individual cancer centres to take on this commitment, it was decided that all pancreatic cancer surgery should be  centralised in one hospital as specified by the Advisory Group to the National Cancer Strategy.
Pancreatic cancer is acknowledged as having a poor prognosis, with surgery providing the only curative therapy for patients. The five year survival rate for all patients is around four per cent, with surgery only suitable for around 15% of patients who may have a 20 – 25% chance of cure.
Pancreatic surgical resection is highly complex surgery requiring a sophisticated surgical team and support services to achieve optimal outcomes. International evidence suggests that optimal survival and reduced operative morbidity and mortality are achieved when surgery is restricted to institutions performing significant volumes of surgery, performed by experienced personnel.
Almost all major pancreatic cancer surgery is currently performed in just six hospitals  nationally -  St James, the Mater Misercordiae, Beaumont, Tallaght, St Vincent’s University Hospital, Dublin MercyHospital, Cork with a total of approximately 100 resections carried out annually.  Each of these hospitals is performing, on average, less than 20 pancreatic cancer resections on an annual basis.
St Vincent’s University Hospital, which houses the National Hepatobiliary Unit, already has a significant concentration of the necessary infrastructure and medical expertise to facilitate this development. 
The NCCP and St Vincent’s University Hospital have jointly committed to a process to ensure that the resources are in place to accommodate this new surgical programme by the end of 2009.
It is anticipated that patients will continue to be diagnosed and receive non surgical management in other hospitals and cancer centres.  This decision will require that all surgery will be carried at SVUH. Triage of  suitable patients will be carried out through multi disciplinary case conferences supported by video link technology between the eight centres.
This technology will be in place in all eight designated cancer centres by the end of the year.  This review process will enable clinicians to meet on a national basis to determine the suitability of patients for surgery and facilitate their transfer to St Vincent’s if surgery is recommended.
Commenting on today’s announcement, Prof Tom Keane, Interim Director of the National Cancer Control Programme said: “We are delighted to be working jointly with the clinicians and management at St Vincent’s University Hospital as part of the Dublin Academic Health Centre to ensure this new national surgical centre is fully resourced and functioning by the end of this year.  Today’s announcement demonstrates the commitment of the many dedicated doctors, nurses and allied health professionals across the country to delivering on the National Cancer Strategy.”
