St. Vincent’s University Hospital announce their intention to expand their smoke ban to the entire campus from January 2009

May 28 2008
St. Vincent’s University Hospital today announced its intention to extend the existing indoor smoking ban to the whole of the campus, including the grounds, from the 1st of January 2009. 
Stopping smoking is the single most important thing a person can do to improve their health, at any age.  It helps to prevent many diseases, including cancers and heart disease, therefore increasing survival rates and improving the chances of recovery from a wide range of illnesses.

Programmes to provide information, training, counselling and support for patients and 

staff have been developed.  Nicotine replacement therapy will be provided for smokers to assist them to stop smoking while on campus.  Advice and support from the hospital’s Smoking Advice Service will continue to be provided for patients and staff.  


Currently less than a quarter of patients in St. Vincent’s University Hospital are smokers.  Reassuringly, 90% stated in a study that they do not find it hard to avoid smoking when they are in a place where smoking is not allowed.  The proportion of staff who smoke is falling, with the most recent survey showing that less than one in five smoke.  The majority of hospital staff indicated that they would support the implementation of a ban.

Speaking about this important issue, Senior Management at St. Vincent’s University Hospital stressed that this health promotion initiative was developed in consultation with management and staff in order to give the best care possible to patients in the safest environment.  

St. Vincents University Hospital will continue to work collaboratively with both patients and staff to ensure this initiative is introduced in a timely, effective and compassionate manner.

St. Vincent’s Private Hospital give their full support to St. Vincent’s University Hospital and are currently in consultation with the Department of Preventive Medicine and Health Promotion, SVUH about this important health promotion initiative.

The HSE has endorsed this project and have offered services to help develop this initiative over the coming months.

For further information please contact: Michael Maloney, Setanta Communications
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